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Book Review 
Since 1776, immigrants in the US have suffered from racial discrimination, especially with 'non -whites' being revoked citizenship. In Valerie’s book, the phases of racism through three different generations, Issei, Nissei, and Sansei, have been shown. They bordered other ethnic communities, which exposed them to discrimination. However, they later united to form community institutions to curb prejudice.
The naturalization Act of 1790 gave any white person of ‘Good character’ who has been in the united states for two years or more to apply for citizenship, denying any other non-white person constitutional protection, including the right to testify court. Simultaneously, Valerie brings out this aspect in her book by mentioning how Japanese immigrants suffered internment and physical harm from laws that worked against them. 
The 17th century saw immigrants struggle to own land for farming. Land ownership was then vested to the colonial government, who secured most land in North America. Similarly, in the book, Farming the Homeplace: A Japanese American Community in California 1919-1982, Valerie purports how hard it was for foreign-born farmers to register land under their names, so they had to register it under their native-born infant children to avoid discriminator land ownership regulations. 
In the 19th Century, Italian immigrants suffered a common problem with the Cortez group of Japanese trying to settle during the internment period. The lack of marketable skills led both the early Italian immigrants and the Cortez Japanese group to result in farming. In the 19th century, there was also a challenge of native Americans rebelling against the swelling group of immigrants they feared would rob them of their opportunities. This problem persisted even in 1912 when the Japanese tried acquiring land for farming. 
Book Review Question 2 
Farming the Homeplace: A Japanese American Community in California 1919-1982, by Valerie Matsumoto, is a book about how a marginal ethnic group merged into America's mainstream despite the extreme stress of internment war two. Valerie Matsumoto is a renowned author and a professor in the Department of History and the Department of Asian American Studies. She holds a Ph.D. in History from Stanford University and has also written City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los. Angeles, a lucrative literary piece. In her book, Valerie has defined the period's major changes and has begun to define similarities and differences between farm and urban women.
Delving into the book has taught me resilience from how Japanese Americans earned respect from their Anglo landowners through farming and paying their bills on time. The book also purports an aspect of open-mindedness depicted by the Japanese, who opted for farming rather than the crowded urban spaces. This move consequently lured other ethnic groups like the Portuguese to venture into dairy farming. Traveling with the context of Farming the Homeplace shows how greatly the Japanese shaped California's agricultural history. Through the six chapters, Valerie J. Matsumoto shows in-depth, built on oral interviews from eighty-three members of the Issei, Nisei, and Sansei generations, how thirty-two people settled in the San Joaquin Valleys of California and establishing a cultural community called Cortez, despite the alien land regulation laws of 1913. 
The laws refuted Asians from owning land or renting it for more than three years. However, the Cortez group struggled to survive with these rules, planting fruit orchards and earning respect from fellow ethnic groups. They registered their land using their native-born children's names to evade the discriminatory Alien Land Regulation Laws of 1913. 
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